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Petition on its Breaſt. 


I can to prevent. Cenſures. I wou'd have you- obſerve t 


Tho' I heartily beg your Clemency, you can't blame ae fo PRA ke. 

n | wth en, Thab the . 
frequent mentioning of 4 Mafe, fore J Mcia phone, ah 4 A K. 
ing from a 1 hought, are more frequent in Pindarick Poeſj, than in any 


other. If I be attach d, becauſe [ have tranſgreſi d the ordinary Rules; - 
T think PI have Skill enough to ſet my Maſters betwixt me and the Ene= 
my. I acknowledge 1 am not ſo * Gaudy in the Colouring, as perhaps I 


con'd have been. For, in my Opinion, thoſe Gayeties are very unna- 


tural in a Poem, where Fancy 75 much guided by Truth and ckion. 


I ſhall Jay nothing of this Worthy Perſon, to whoſe Aſhes I Mer this 
Trifle, but what way ſerve to IlIuſtrate ſome Paſſages in t. 


From his Infancy, an Ardent Piety, and Sublime Vertue ſhone emi- | 


nently in him: His Mit was Good, and his Genius Admirable, at an 
Age when thoſe PerfeFions are not diſcernable in others. I need give 
no other Evidence of this, than his being Profeſſor of Philoſophy 
in the Mariſchal Colledge of Aberdeen, iz the Sixteenth Year of his 


Age. He was alſo Loung when he entred the Miniſtry, but behaved 


himſelf with ſo much Prudence, Moderation and Gravity, That none 
had Reaſon to Contemn his Youth, = 


Tho' he accepted of a Toleration in Times of Epiſcopacy, jet be re- 


main'd fixid in his Principles, which he evidencd when be refusd 


that Conſcience-racking Oath, which wou'd have oblig d him to leave 
them. And even before the Teſt was contriv'd, he was Baniſhed 


Twenty Miles from Aberdeen, by an AG of the Privy Council, upon 
the Account of Non Conformity. | 


I hint alſo at the Nature of the Diſeaſe. that uſher d his Death, L. : 
preſume it is ſufficiently known, ſo I need not inſiſt ont. But, by. © 
the by, I wou d make a Humble Reſleckion upon the Conduct of Divine 


2 15 Non Equidem Studeo Bullatis 2 ai hi ungis F 
Pagina turgeſcat, dare pondus idonea fumo. Per. 
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Ae not fo | ond of this Ode, as to think it can ſpeak for 27 Jelfs I 5 I 
. therefore J have made it (like the Grecian Beggars ) wear i, 
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dur Sufferings, 
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ce: His Lingrim Sickneſs 410 3 a1 PI Pe POR 
not only to ſhow, That-no Mau libelßh- that commi: not Sins, from 
which he needs to be purified : But alſo to make him. ( who enjoyed 
ſuch a Tra# of Health ) feel, once in his Life, the Direful Effect of 
"the Fall, even upon Earth : And thereby to Endear to himbis De- 
 liverer, aud Sweeten the Deliverance ſrot Torments that gre Eternal. 
| Beſides that this did, in ſome low Meaſure,Confornm him to his Savi- 
be Fitting bim to Enjoy his Redeemers Purchaſe of 
Glory, whereof he had ſuch .a Humble Aſſurance, That, when other 
Words fail d, he repeated diftintly and often ſuch Scriptural Ex- 
preſſions, I know that my Redeemer liveth, 06G. 
But to return: This Account that I have given, is the Bottom up- 
on which I found the following Ode. Flow I have managd it, is more 
than I can tell; Aud therefore, That I might hear the Impartial Opi-l 
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nion of Intelligent Judges, I haue Conceal'd my Name. 


Ii forry I cou'd not fall upon a way to make publich this Evidence 
of my ReſpeF after a more Generous. Mariner. And were it not the Cys 
om to mate Gain by a great many Performances x44 and other 


Kinds, I word be aſham'd, that the Publick ſhould beat the Charges 
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And make that Gentle Soul thy Pattern, as he is thy” Theme. 


Deep Sorrow is the Language of her mournful strings. 


| Great Soul C five ne) thy very Dawn did wondrous I 
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n my! Maſe, go. _ 
What Love and Duty bids thee : 1 1 
| No doubt but thou woud gladly — 
(Young as thou art, unwilling to be ſtopt in thy Career) 
Theſe gaudy Garbs in which the Wits appear, 
For which they claim their feigned Immortality, 
But Grief maſt thy Alembick be. 
In which thou mu diſtil thoſe vap'rous Fancies to a Tear, 


Soft be thy Notes, ſmooth be thy Streaw, 


Lo! while I ſpeak ſhe melts and fi 1185, , 
In doleful Numbers doleful Things. 


- 1 ( Jiſplay; 4 


It open'd to thy Intellect fair Scenes of Tho't, * - -- 
And gave the Hopes and Promiſe ot a better Day, 
When thou compleater Views had got, 
Ot the bright Regions of Verity. 
Thou fully ſatisfied thy Friends, and made them ſee = 
Hope painted not beyond the Life f in thee. 1 7 
| - gt RE 
In tender Youth, thou largely drunk of Reaſons F ount, 
Nor was thou Giddy made by it, 
( (The Fate of thallow Wit) 


hy pas pr fitted thee to mount 
The Doctors Chair, from which thou did Dif 


1 A To Sites (compar d with thee ) thy Learn d Influence. = 


Thou by Philoſophy did riſe, 
'-- - To Faiths ſublime and awful Myſteries. 
5 For Reaſons Ray 
Did light thee upward to a Glorious Day. | | 
Wheneer thou Preach'd, a ſweet Perſwaſion from thy Tongue 
did flow 
| Thy ſoft Expreſſions did rebellious Spirits Fa 5 
| So ſoſt they + were, that like the Flakes of * „ 
. They melted as they fell. | | 
ET. * 
He was a living Sermon, for he wrought 
As much by's Fractice, as by what he Taught ; z 
No ruffling Paſſions did inflame his Soul, 
No Under- wheel did the ſuperiour ones controul. 
Hie was no Brook, that raiſd with ſudden Rains, 
Does from his Channel rove, 
And overflows th adjacent Plains, 
| While at another time, 
There's nothing in't but ſquallid Ooze or Slime; 
Thy Life, pure Saint, was like a ſtrong, tho gentle Stream, 
* Suppe from the never-failing Spring of Light and Love, 
® All of a piece, and ſtill the ſame, ' 
And what can beinferrd ? , 
2 Tho blended with another Current thou appear d, 
Since in that State | 
Thou kept thy Courſe unmix d and ſeparate, 
And plainly ſhewd, 
| How thou did joath : 
That Conſcience-racking Oath, 


Great was thy Zeal, and Firm thou ſtood, 3 
To what thou knew was for the Churches Good. 
V. 


Here pauſd the Muſe, the Chureh ſtood by and heard herMoan, | 
. Echoivg to Wy E in a Groan, 1 
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| Thou knew thy gentle Temper, and was Wiſe in win 18 
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At length the Silence — of 4 
And all in Tears thoſe tender melting Things 0 he ſpoke, Z 


Yes, my dear Son, thou ſolely view 4 
Thy Maſters Glory and my Good, 11 2+ 
ä How raviſh'd was I when I heard . | 
Thee, my lov'd Son, among thy Brethren leſs ning the Debates} 
And cutting off Difficulties as ſoon as they appear dd, 1 | 
And 49 oothing with thy ſober Words the ing Heats. | 
Thou fignally thy tender Love did ſhow, 8 95 
By caring for the Church in Embryo, 8 | 
Thou did Inſtill the Principles of Truth, | 38 
Into the thinking — = x 2M 
That they by this might be 
More Eminent in ferving me. e 
It can't my Flood of Tears aſſw age. 
That I have long enjoyed thee, * f ; 
Alas ! Experienced Age, 8 
Did render thee more Uſeſul unto me, 
But Ah! Thowrt gone, 
With many a Service that thou wou'd have Hats: 4 
And * a Wiſe and or thou wou'd havecarriede on. 
- She ſpake. The Muſe did thus begin again, 
Her mournful Strain - - 
Kind Soul, Extenfive was thy Charity, | 
And always on the Springs did move WE 
.-_ a0 Reaſon, Pity, and of Love ; A +1 
Love ov'r thy Paſſions did as Empreſs fi, 8 by 
But Grace was Guide to it. 


Ev'n from more harmleſs b which at length eh — 
At leaſt to Border upon vice. „ 

Thou longed to ſhake off the Load of dull Mortality, 

And ng to * hy Pow'rs on JO worthy. thee. 
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2 2 | . IL: 5 85. 2 i Bi 22 8 ; 
e e Uid thy z jul Deſire full, 4 A8 ui „l na 
_ =P "He all the ſaves to Confuſion hurfd, Ten err 
By which thou Carreſponded with this tower” Wor! 1d; FE 
23 "And thogtby this enjoy d Truths pureſt —_— 
No Fancy: being mixt with itt, SAT. 
kata: wich the eee I gladly * did all other Comforts: 
— 31 15 Mn es quite? 

_- Such were thy Tranſ ports, chat how: made e 
EE When thou a — had Expreſt : 

? As griev'd; it ſeems, to bave at all Digreth 3 . 
| Thou gladly bore the Breach of Natures Laws, 
SORES. 80 Fond thou was of the ſweet Foretaſte of thy Reſt. 
I Thy Chains are fully looſ d, and thou doſt 8, 2 
1 To let the. Heav nly People know eo ge? 

- With what Contempt thou looks on trifling Pleaſures Bere belo *. 
Parewel, bleſt Saint, then re the Mule, 
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Bot al bs Title I can have to Immortality, SEE YOCT 199 ©: 
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